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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the center of our joy,
bless our Senators in their going out
and coming in. Guard them from mis-
takes and deliver them from evil.
Today, strengthen them to walk in the
light of Your countenance.

Lord, abide with them so that Your
wisdom will influence each decision
they make. May the words of their
mouths and the meditations of their
hearts be acceptable to You.

Lord, purge our lawmakers of self
and fill them with Your poise and
peace.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed.

Senate

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN
AMERICA ACT—Motion to Pro-
ceed—Resumed

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3684, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 3684, a bill to au-
thorize funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit programs,
and for other purposes.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from California.

Mr. PADILLA. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PADILLA). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

REMEMBERING CARL LEVIN

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this has
been a week. I spoke earlier about the
loss of my good friend Senator Mike
Enzi, as many other Senators have, out
of respect, from both sides of the aisle.

Yesterday, another good friend, Sen-
ator Carl Levin, left us. And, again,
there will be respect shown, I am sure,
by both Republicans and Democrats be-
cause he was of the school that worked
with both.

I had the privilege of being here
throughout his decades of service, and
he epitomized what the Senate should
be. He was a person of complete integ-
rity; a person who knew the issues,
whatever they were, that he was going
to be discussing and working on. He

knew them as well as anybody else.
But everybody knew, Republican or
Democrat, that they could take his
word for anything.

And I couldn’t help but think last
night, if more Senators had listened to
him at the time of the major Iraq war,
supposedly because Saddam Hussein
had weapons of mass destruction,
which of course he did not; when we
had been told by many in the adminis-
tration they had evidence of weapons
of mass destruction in Iraq, when they
did not; and because he actually took
the time to read the intelligence—he
was one of three Senators, another one
being the vice chairman of the Intel-
ligence Committee, a conservative
Democrat from Florida—they would
come to us and tell us specifically what
parts of the intelligence we should
read, as did a third Senator.

Those who actually took the time to
read it, as, of course, Senator Levin
did, voted against the war. They knew
there were no weapons of mass destruc-
tion. They knew that this would ulti-
mately put America at risk. And, un-
fortunately, by having to transfer
forces from Afghanistan that were clos-
ing in on the Saudi Arabian Osama bin
Laden and his followers, the people
who had organized 9/11 and the strike
against us, he was able to escape and
stayed loose for years, until captured
during the Obama administration.

But Carl Levin I remember saying:
Please, do your due diligence.

He and Vice Chairman Bob Graham
and a third Senator kept saying: Read
the intelligence.

Those who did voted no.

But I could give hundreds of other
times when we would gather around
Carl Levin, Republicans and Democrats
alike, and say: What do you think of
this issue? What did you study?

And we would get it, chapter and
verse. It was always accurate.

He was what I considered a Senator’s
Senator. He was the type of Senator I
hoped to be able to serve with when I
first came to the U.S. Senate.
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